REGULATORY COMMITTEE

PLANNING COMMITTEE

MINUTES of a meeting of the Planning Committee held at County Hall, Lewes, on 10 October 2007.

_________________________________________________________________________

PRESENT-
Councillor Tunwell (Chairman), Councillors Daniel, Maynard (Vice-Chairman), Ost, Stogdon, Taylor and Woodall
24.
MINUTES

24.1
RESOLVED – to approve as a correct record the minutes of the previous meeting held on 12 September 2007. 
25.
DECLARATION OF INTERESTS

25.1
Councillor Maynard declared a personal and non-prejudicial interest in items 6 and 7 in that he was Leader of Rother District Council.

25.2.1 Councillor Stogdon declared a personal and non-prejudicial in item 6 in that he lived next door to Stone House Farm, Pilmer Road, Crowborough.  Councillor Stogdon agreed to leave the Council Chamber if the breach of planning control at this property was discussed.



26.
REPORTS

26.1
Copies of the reports and documents referred to below are contained in the minute book.
27.
CHAIRMAN’S BUSINESS
27.1
The Assistant Director Policy Division, reported to the Committee a change which would affect future reports; the Government has issued its decision on which Development Plan policies are saved and which are not.  East Sussex County Council’s Minerals Local Plan has been saved in its entirety, but a number of policies in the structure plan and district local plans have not been saved and will not be referred to again in future reports.  The Waste Local Plan was placed in a different category and will be saved until 2009 in its entirety. 
28.
Retrospective construction of concrete hardstanding for car breaking. Rock Robin Scrap Yard. Three Oaks Lane, Wadhurst – WD/515/CM
28.1 
The Committee considered a report by the Director of Transport and Environment.   
28.2
Mr Paige addressed the Committee and spoke in agreement with the recommendations in the report.




28.3
RESOLVED to refuse planning permission and authorise the Director of Transport & Environment to take appropriate enforcement action in consultation with the Director of Law and Personnel to remove the concrete hardstanding and reinstate the land for the following reasons: 
1.
The development has involved the re-profiling of the land, resulting in the removal of part of a vegetated bank, in the High Weald Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB), which has resulted in a change to the landscape of the area, which neither conserves nor enhances the landscape quality and character of the AONB. Moreover, the development does not derive from the character and qualities of the countryside and involves change that has resulted in damage. Consequently, the development conflicts with Policies EN2 & EN3 of the East Sussex and Brighton & Hove Structure Plan 1991-2011, Policy EN6 of the Wealden Local Plan 1998 and Policy NE5 of the Non-Statutory Wealden Local Plan 2005. 

2.
The development is in close proximity to Rock Robin Cottages and would be used for the breaking of cars, which would be likely to result in an intensification of the scrapyard use leading to an increase in noise and disturbance in the locality, particularly to the occupiers of the Cottages.  The proposal will result in an increase in the movement of vehicles outside the site on Rights of Way resulting in an additional loss of amenity and conflict with its users. Consequently, the development would conflict with Policy WLP35 (b)  and (d) of the East Sussex and Brighton & Hove Waste Local Plan 2006, Policy TR4(f) of the East Sussex and Brighton & Hove Structure Plan 1991-2011 and Policy EN27 (2) of the Wealden Local Plan 1998.

3.
The development incorporates no drainage infrastructure to contain spillages, which could result in the pollution of adjoining land and watercourse, thereby conflicting with Policy WLP38 of the East Sussex and Brighton & Hove Waste Local Plan 2006.











29.
Retrospective provision of a hardcore surface adjacent to the existing scrapyard and installation of 2 storage containers. Rock Robin Scrap Yard, Three Oaks Lane, Wadhurst – WD/516/CM
29.1
The Committee considered a report by the Director of Transport and Environment.  
29.2
RESOLVED to refuse planning permission and authorise the Director of Transport & Environment to take appropriate enforcement action in consultation with the Director of Law and Personnel to remove the hardcore surface and two storage containers and reinstate the land for the following reasons:-

1.
The development has involved the re-profiling of the land, resulting in the removal of part of a vegetated bank, in the High Weald Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB), which has resulted in a change to the landscape of the area, which neither conserves nor enhances the landscape quality and character of the AONB. Moreover, the development does not derive from the character and qualities of the countryside and involves change that has resulted in damage. Consequently, the development conflicts with Policies EN2 & EN3 of the East Sussex and Brighton & Hove Structure Plan 1991-2011, Policy EN6 of the Wealden Local Plan 1998 and Policy NE5 of the Non-Statutory Wealden Local Plan 2005. 

2.
The development would be likely to result in an intensification of the scrapyard use leading to an increase in noise and disturbance and a loss of amenity in the locality, particularly to the occupiers of Rock Robin Cottages. Consequently, the development conflicts with Policy WLP35 (b) of the East Sussex and Brighton & Hove Waste Local Plan 2006 and Policy EN27 (2) of the Wealden Local Plan 1998. 

3.
The development incorporates no drainage infrastructure to contain spillages, which could result in the pollution of the application site, adjoining land and watercourse, thereby conflicting with Policy WLP38 of the East Sussex and Brighton & Hove Waste Local Plan 2006.




30.
Development Control Matters and Site Monitoring
30.1
The Committee considered a report by the Director of Transport and Environment.  

30.2
RESOLVED to 
(1) note the report; and

(2) congratulate staff in the department on exceeding decision time targets and welcome the moves to reduce the enforcement case load.







31.
Outline residential development of 135 dwellings with vehicular access from Udimore Road, including play space and landscaping. Land fronting Udimore Road (rear of 39–129 Udimore Road, 69–83 Coopers Road and Tillingham Court), Rye – RR/2007/2365/P
31.1 The Committee considered a report by the Director of Transport and Environment.

31.2
RESOLVED to inform Rother District Council that:

This outline application for 135 dwellings at this location is supported in principle, although the timing of its release is a matter for Rother District Council to determine.

However, the following matters relating to the provision of the County Council’s services should be secured in consultation with officers of the County Council before permission is granted:

a) contributions and measures required by the Highway Authority to deliver transport improvements necessary to minimise traffic impacts and promote sustainable travel patterns including a Local Sustainable Accessibility Improvement Contribution (LSAIC);
b) contributions to education, library and household waste infrastructure in accordance with the County Council’s adopted Supplementary Planning Guidance;
c) detailed aspects of the mitigation strategies for both archaeology and landscape are agreed prior to development commencing (EN2 and S1(j)); and
d) detailed information on how construction waste is to be minimised and reused in accordance with Waste Local Plan policy WLP11.
